early common schools, reflecting the moral tone of the time while also shaping it into the fabric of American society.
Catherine Beecher: Women as the Teaching Force
While Mann fought politically for financing and for infrastructure of the common school and while McGuffey provided a practical curriculum tool for the classroom, Catherine Beecher advocated for the teaching positions in these new common schools to be filled by women. Like
McGuffey, Catherine's father Lyman Beecher was a Presbyterian minister. Their families were friends and fellow proponents of moral education being taught in the common schools. Like Mann, the Beecher family were abolitionists who joined forces with him in the belief that education would serve as a tool eventually to bring about the abolition of slavery.
Until the common school movement, most teachers had been men. So, the feminization of teaching could be credited to or blamed on Catherine Beecher, depending on one's view.
Beecher could by no means be confused with a feminist according to today's standards. She was against women's suffrage, thinking that involvement in politics would corrupt women. Women, she believed, were moral compasses for society and were uniquely suited as teachers and mothers. Their education, then, should prepare them to be moral leaders of children in the home and in the school. She promoted normal schools and encouraged graduates to consider acquiring teaching jobs in the developing Western Frontier where they could bring a mediating influence morally.
The titles of some of her written works give insight into her views about the role of women in society:
•
A Treatise on Domestic Economy for the Use of Young Ladies at Home and at

School • Woman's Profession as Mother and Educator, with Views in Opposition to
Woman Suffrage
• Housekeeper and Healthkeeper
Though certainly not a groundbreaking feminist, Beecher's impact on the common school movement was palpable.
Conclusion
Two months before his death, Horace Mann gave a commencement address at Antioch College in Ohio where he was serving as its president. He challenged graduates to be ashamed to die until they had won some victory for humanity. In his lifetime, Mann worked diligently toward his cause. He rode the waves of other movements that had already been underway, and he partnered with other reformers who were likeminded. Today, we see his influence in every neighborhood throughout the United States. It makes me wonder: What victory for humanity are you and I fighting to win, and what impact might we make if we were to fight as diligently toward our cause as Horace Mann did for his? Samuel J. Smith
